
Build a Bird Nest 
STEM Challenge 
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Birds build safe, 
secure homes out of 
twigs and other 
found things.  They 
do it without hands. 
 
Do you think you 
can build a bird’s 
nest? 



Literature  and Video Links 

• Birds, Nests and Eggs by Mel Boring 
 

• Mama Built a Little Nest by Jennifer Ward 
 

• Bird Nests by Helen Frost 
 

• Bird Making a Nest by MM Video Production  
 

• Barn Swallow Nest Building Project by Tommi Pantti 
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A good book or video is wonderful way to 
build background knowledge or to kick off 
your STEM challenge.  Some suggestions:  

http://www.amazon.com/Birds-Nests-Eggs-Along-Guides/dp/155971624X/ref=pd_sim_sbs_14_6?ie=UTF8&dpID=51F3%2B%2BswYyL&dpSrc=sims&preST=_AC_UL160_SR156,160_&refRID=0GHHSPV5GNGTJPJNTB9Z
http://www.amazon.com/Mama-Built-Little-Nest-Jennifer/dp/1442421169/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1453495306&sr=1-3&keywords=bird+nests
http://www.amazon.com/Bird-Nests-Birds-Helen-Frost/dp/0736881964/ref=sr_1_7?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1453495479&sr=1-7&keywords=bird+nests
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6PtR2iB3N9g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hmFkYh8DcEY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hmFkYh8DcEY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hmFkYh8DcEY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hmFkYh8DcEY


How to Use this Product 

•

•

•

•
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Build a Bird Nest STEM 
Challenge 
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Background   

 
Your Challenge:  
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Bird Nest STEM Challenge 

Criteria 
•

•

–

–

–

–
 

Materials 
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

 

Tools 
•

•

•

•
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Design Brief for Bird Nest STEM Challenge 

What materials will you use? 
 
 
 
 

What type of nest will you build? 
 
 
 
 
 cup saucer    pendant         sphere 

What do you need to do? 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Name(s) ____________________________________________________________ 
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Draw your design.  Label your materials. 

 
Evaluation to be completed when done: 

 
Did you make a bird nest?    Yes No 
 
Does it have a floor that can hold four eggs?   Yes No 
 
Is it deep enough for a parent to sit on the eggs?   Yes No 
 
Does it have at least 1 natural material?   Yes No 
 
Does it have at least 1 man made material?   Yes No 
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How was this STEM? 
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Teacher Tips 

Materials 

•

•

•

•

Finding Time 

•

•

. 
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Aligned to NGSS Structure, 
Function and Information 

Processing Standards as well as 
Life Processes  and Measurement. 

Thank you! 

http://steamingthroughfirst.blogspot.com 
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